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Introductory remarks 

 

Chris Sharrock 

Ambassador Christopher Sharrock took up his duties as Permanent Representative of 

the United Kingdom to the OECD in Paris in January 2016. 

Mr Sharrock was born in 1975 in Reading, UK. He holds a BA Hons in English 

Language and Literature from the University of Manchester and an MSc in Economics 

from the University of London. 

Mr Sharrock joined HM Treasury in 2003, where he has worked across a wide range 

of issues, including public spending, EU and International policy, and in the Chancellor 

of the Exchequer’s private office. Mr Sharrock has also held the post of Chief 

Economist at the UK’s Department of Culture, Media and Sport. 

Prior to his appointment Mr Sharrock was head of HM Treasury’s Debt and Reserves Management team, 

where he oversaw policy on the UK Government’s debt programme and foreign currency reserves, and was a 

member of the board of National Savings and Investments. In this post, he led on the UK’s sovereign Sukuk 

issuance, and the UK’s sovereign renminbi bond issuance, both in 2014. 

Before joining HM Treasury, Mr Sharrock spent several years teaching. He is joined in Paris by his fiancée 

and has one daughter. 

 

Andrew Wyckoff 

Andrew W. Wyckoff is the Director of the OECD’s Directorate for Science, Technology 

and Innovation (STI) where he oversees OECD’s work on innovation, business dynamics, 

science and technology, information and communication technology policy as well as the 

statistical work associated with each of these areas.   His experience prior to the OECD 

includes positions at the US Congressional Office of Technology Assessment (OTA), the 

US National Science Foundation (NSF) and The Brookings Institution.   

He has served as an expert on various advisory groups and panels which include co-chairing 

the US National Academies’ panel on Developing Science, Technology and Innovation 

Indicators for the Future, being a member of the Research Advisory Network for the Global 

Commission on Internet Governance, the International Advisory Board of the Research Council of Norway 

and Head of OECD’s Delegation at the G20 and G7 meetings on ICT and Digital Economy. 

 

Andy Shields 

Andy Shields is Director of Digital and Tech Policy at the Department of Digital, 

Culture, Media and Sport. His team is responsible for the dual challenge of nurturing 

the UK's tech sector and growing the digital economy, while making sure the internet 

works for the benefit of our citizens.  

Andy has worked in a variety of roles across government, including (most recently) as 

Deputy Director of the Economic and Domestic Affairs Secretariat in the Cabinet 

Office and Head of the Security of Supply team in the Department of Energy and 

Climate Change. He was also seconded to the Deals Strategy team in PwC, where he 

advised clients on transactions in the UK and EU energy markets. 
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Sam Beckett 

Sam Beckett is Director General, EU Exit and Analysis at the Department for 

Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS). Sam is also Joint Head of the 

Government Economics Service. 

Between April 2017 and May 2018 she was Director General, International, Growth 

and Analysis at BEIS. Prior to this she was Director General for Economics and 

Markets in the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS). 

Sam joined BIS from the Cabinet Office where she was Director of the Economic 

and Domestic Secretariat. Prior to joining the Cabinet Office, Sam was Director of 

the Fiscal Group in HM Treasury; leading the fiscal policy response to the financial 

crisis, the government’s engagement with the credit rating agencies and establishing the Office for Budget 

Responsibility (OBR). Sam has over 25 years’ experience in BIS, Cabinet Office and HM Treasury, in roles 

spanning micro and macro-economics, strategy, policy and corporate services delivery. 

 

 

 

Keynote Address 

 

John van Reenen 

John Van Reenen is Gordon Y. Billard Professor of Management and Economics at 

the Massachusetts Institute for Technology (jointly in the Sloan Management School 

and MIT Economics Department) since 2016. Prior to this he was Professor of 

economics at the London School of Economics and Director of the Centre of Economic 

Performance (http://cep.lse.ac.uk/) since 2003.  

He is the winner of the 2009 Yrjö Jahnsson Award which is given to best economist 

under the age of 45 “who has made a contribution that is significant to economics in 

Europe”. The prize is the most prestigious award in European economics. In 2014 he 

also won the European Investment Bank Prize for Outstanding Contributions in Social 

Science. He is a fellow of the British Academy, the Econometric Society, the NBER, CEPR and the Society 

of Labor Economists. 

Van Reenen has published over a hundred papers on all areas of economics but with a particular focus on the 

causes and consequences of innovation. His recent work investigates why there are so many "bad bosses" in 

all areas of the private and public sectors and what can be done to increase management quality and 

productivity. His most recent book “Investing for Prosperity” is a roadmap for economic renewal in the UK 

(https://www.amazon.com/Investing-Prosperity-Manifesto-Tim-Besley/dp/1909890022). 

He has been a senior policy advisor to 10 Downing Street, the UK Secretary of State for Health and the 

European Commission. He received his BA from the University of Cambridge, his MSc from the London 

School of Economics and his PhD from University College London. He has taught industrial economics, labour 

economics and econometrics. He has been a Research Fellow at the Institute for Fiscal Studies, a visiting 

Professor at Berkeley, Harvard, Princeton and Stanford. He is a Research Fellow at the CEPR, NBER and IZA. 

He frequently appears in the media. 

His parents are from Liverpool and South Africa and he is married to Sarah Chambers, an Interior Designed 

with one daughter, Charlotte. 
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Laurence Boone 

Laurence Boone is the OECD Chief Economist and Head of the Economics Department 

since July 2018. Ms. Boone ensures that the Department is at the forefront of Economic 

thinking and will coordinate the work of the Country Studies and Policy branches to 

create new opportunities and enhance synergies and co operation with the whole of the 

OECD, including through contributions to horizontal projects.  

Ms. Boone also supervises the contributions of the Economics Department to the New 

Approaches to Economic Challenges (NAEC) and Inclusive Growth (IG) initiatives. She 

is the Secretary General’s spokesperson on economic issues and serves as the OECD 

Representative at the Deputies’ meetings of the G20 Finance Track.  

Before joining the OECD, Ms. Boone was the Chief Economist at AXA Group and Global Head of Multi-

Asset Client Solutions & Trading and Securities Finance, AXA Investment Managers, France. She was an 

independent director of Kering's board and remains a member of the Strategic committee of Agence France 

Trésor, the French National Debt Office.  

Prior to this, she was Sherpa and Special Advisor for Multilateral and European Economic & Financial Affairs 

to the President of the French Republic (2014-2016); Chief Economist and Managing Director at Bank of 

America Merrill Lynch (2011-2014); Managing Director and Chief Economist France, Barclays Capital (2004-

2011); Economist, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (1998-2004); Economist, 

CEPII, France (1996-1998) and Quantitative Analyst for Merrill Lynch Asset Management, UK (1995-1996). 

She is a member of the Cercle des Economistes as well as of SDA Bocconi. 

Author of numerous articles, she taught at the École Polytechnique, ENSAE (the National School of Statistics) 

and the École Normale Supérieure and Sciences Po (Paris School of International Affairs). 

Ms. Boone, a French national, has a PhD in Applied Econometrics from the London Business School (UK); 

a MSc in Econometrics & Macroeconomic Modelling from Reading University (UK); a Master's Degree in 

Economics from Université Paris X Nanterre (FRA) and a postgraduate diploma (DEA) in Modelling and 

Quantitative Analysis from University Paris X Nanterre (FRA). 

 

 

 

Session 1 

 

Vinous Ali 

Vinous has joined techUK as Head of Policy working to develop and deliver policies 

to make the UK the best place to start, scale and base tech businesses alongside working 

on wider issues around the digital strategy, skills, data ethics and the future of work. 

Prior to joining techUK Vinous worked as Adviser on Home Affairs and Justice in the 

UK Parliament and previously in European Union delegations in Morocco and Thailand 

where she worked on issues such as Human Rights and Democratisation. 

Outside of work Vinous enjoys running and cooking. 
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Baroness Alison Wolf 

Alison Wolf is the Sir Roy Griffiths Professor of Public Sector Management, and she sits 

as a cross-bench peer in the House of Lords. She specialises in the relationship between 

education and the labour market. She has a particular interest in training and skills policy, 

universities, and the medical workforce. The latter is particularly appropriate to the Chair 

she holds, established in memory of an influential government adviser on medical 

management. Alison's latest book is The XX Factor: How Working Women Are Creating 

A New Society (Profile Books 2013).  

Alison is highly involved in policy debate, both in this country and more widely. In 

February 2018, she was appointed to the English Government's Review of Post-18 

Education and Funding, as a member of the independent expert panel. She has been a specialist adviser to the 

House of Commons select committee on education and skills; writes widely for the national press and is a 

presenter for Analysis on BBC Radio 4; and in March 2011 completed the The Wolf Review, written by 

Professor Wolf, a Review of Vocational Education for the Secretary of State for Education.  In 2015/16 she 

was a member of the independent panel on technical education, chaired by Lord David Sainsbury, whose report 

formed the basis of the Government's current Skills Plan.  She heads the International Centre for University 

Policy Research, based in the Policy Institute at King's. 

While most of Alison's current work focuses on the interface between education institutions and labour 

markets, she also has long-standing interests in assessment, and in mathematics education. Alison was awarded 

the 2008 Sam Aaronovitch memorial prize for her article in Local Economy on the Leitch Review of Skills. 

She has been an adviser to, among others, the OECD, the Royal College of Surgeons, the Ministries of 

Education of New Zealand, France and South Africa, the European Commission, the International Accounting 

Education Standards Board, and the Bar Council. She was educated at the universities of Oxford (MA, MPhil) 

and Neuchatel. 

Alison spent her early career in the United States working as a policy analyst for the federal government, and 

spent many years at the Institute of Education, University of London, where she is a visiting professor.  Alison 

was awarded the CBE for services to education in the Queen's 2012 birthday honours.   

 

Debora Revoltella 

Debora Revoltella is the Director of the Economics Department of the European 

Investment Bank and has held this position since April 2011. The Department provides 

impact-driven economic analysis to support operations, the global positioning as well as 

the policy and strategy definition of the bank. The department comprises 30 economists, 

working in three divisions - Economic Studies, Country and Financial Sector Analysis and 

Policy and Strategy. Main publications of the department include the Annual Report on 

Investment and Investment Finance in Europe, regular Economic Notes on structural issues 

concerning the European economy and publications on the state of the banking sector of 

the different regions of operations of the EIB (CESEE, ENCA, North African Countries, 

ACP, etc.). The Economic Department is also in charge of the EIB Report on Results – 

which assesses the development impact of projects financed by the EIB under various mandates. 

Debora holds a degree in Economics and a Master in Economics from Bocconi University as well as a PhD in 

Economics from the University of Ancona in Italy. After the experience as an adjunct Professor in 

Macroeconomics at Bocconi University, Debora joined the research department of Banca Commerciale 

Italiana, a leading Italian Bank. In 2001, she joined UniCredit as the Chief Economist for Central and Eastern 

Europe. She managed a team of 40 economists in charge of supporting the institution in its regional growth 

strategy. During these years, the department developed into a leading research centre for the region. 

Debora is member of the Steering Committees of the Vienna Initiative and the CompNet, an alternate member 

of the Board of the Joint Vienna Institute and a member of the Boards of the SUERF and the Euro 50 Group. 
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Hugh Milward 

Hugh Milward leads Corporate, External and Legal work for Microsoft in the UK, with 

a seat on the UK leadership team. His focus includes work to help organisations 

overcome legal and regulatory hurdles to their technology adoption and transformation, 

managing some of the complex geo-political issues relating to tech, and working to 

ensure no one is left behind from the onward march of technology.  

Hugh’s background is in politics, corporate affairs and reputation management, 

working for some of the world’s most high-profile brands including Starbucks and 

McDonald’s. He is passionate about the interrelationship of society and technology. 

 

 

 

Session 2 

 

Rebecca Riley  

Rebecca Riley is Director of the Economic Statistics Centre of Excellence (ESCoE), 

an independent research centre funded by the UK Office for National Statistics (ONS), 

and Fellow of the National Institute of Economic and Social Research (NIESR).  

Her research interests include labour markets, productivity, economic measurement 

and policy evaluation. Rebecca has led numerous research projects for government 

departments and funding councils. She has also been an external advisor to UK Trade 

& Investment, the Department for Work and Pensions and the ONS. Previously, she 

was head of the productivity group and the UK economy forecast at NIESR.  

Rebecca is affiliated with the Centre for Macroeconomics and the Centre for Learning 

and Life Chances, UCL Institute of Education. Her research is published in peer reviewed journals, including 

the Journal of the Royal Statistical Society and the Economic Journal. 

 

Carol Corrado 

Carol Corrado is Senior Advisor and Research Director in Economics at The Conference 

Board, where her primary focus is measuring intangible capital and analyzing innovation 

and economic growth. She coauthored key papers on the macroeconomic analysis of 

intangible investment and capital, including one that won the International Association 

of Research on Income and Wealth’s 2010 Kendrick Prize (“Intangible Capital and U.S. 

Economic Growth”) and one that appears in Measuring Capital in the New Economy 

(University of Chicago Press, 2005), a volume she co-edited.  

In addition to her work for The Conference Board, Carol Corrado is senior scholar at 

Georgetown University McDonough School’s Center for Business and Public Policy, a 

member of the Technical Advisory Committee of the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, a member of the 

executive committee of the National Bureau of Economic Research’s (NBER) Conference on Research on 

Income and Wealth, and current chair-elect of the Business and Economics Section of the American Statistical 

Association.  
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Mirko Draca 

Mirko Draca is an Associate Professor (Economics) at Warwick University and a 

Research Associate at the Centre for Economic Performance at the LSE.  

His research has covered a wide range of topics including: innovation and trade; 

consumer goods prices and crime trends; and, most recently, ideological polarisation. 

Mirko was born in Woolongabba, Brisbane. 

 

 

 

 

James Manyika 

James Manyika is a senior partner at McKinsey & Company and chairman of the 

McKinsey Global Institute (MGI), the firm’s business and economics research arm.  

Based in Silicon Valley, James has worked with the chief executives and founders of 

many of the world’s leading technology companies on a variety of issues. James has 

led research on technology and its impact, the digital economy, future of work, as well 

as growth, productivity, and globalization. He has published a book on AI and robotics, 

another on global economic trends as well as numerous articles and reports.  

James was appointed by President Obama as vice chair of the Global Development 

Council at the White House (2012-16) and by Commerce Secretaries to the Digital 

Economy Board of Advisors (2016-17) and the National Innovation Advisory Board (2010-2012). He serves 

on the boards of the Council on Foreign Relations, John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Hewlett 

Foundation. 

He also serves on academic advisory boards including Oxford Internet Institute, MIT’s Initiative on the Digital 

Economy, is a member of the standing committee for the Stanford-based 100 Year Study on AI, a fellow at 

DeepMind, and a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. 

James was on the faculty at Oxford University and a member of the Robotics Research Lab, a fellow of Balliol, 

Oxford, a visiting scientist at NASA Jet Propulsion Labs, and a faculty exchange fellow at MIT. A Rhodes 

Scholar, James received his DPhil. MSc. MA. From Oxford in Robotics, Computation, BSc from University 

of Zimbabwe. 

 

 

Session 3 

 

Mike Walker 

Mike Walker is currently the Chief Economic Advisor at the UK Competition and 

Markets Authority. Previous to this he was a Vice President at CRA International in 

London. He has worked on the economics of competition law and regulation for more 

than 20 years. 

He is the co-author of The Economics of EU Competition Law (Sweet & Maxwell, 3rd 

edition, 2009) and a number of published articles. He is a Professor at the College of 

Europe in Bruges and a Visiting Fellow at King’s College, London. 

 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiJl9ulp7TeAhUFgRoKHXg4DkkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.mckinsey.com/our-people/james-manyika&psig=AOvVaw1c1d1cIiVgxxJyUxZ0Bqzp&ust=1541199930020126
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Adam Cohen 

Adam Cohen joined Google in 2010 and is head of economic policy in Europe, the 

Middle East, and Africa.  

Formerly, he was an economics correspondent for Dow Jones and the Wall Street 

Journal, based in London and Brussels. 

 

 

 

 

Cristina Caffarra 

Cristina Caffarra (Vice President) is the Head of CRA’s European Competition 

Practice. Cristina is an expert in the application of modern industrial economics to 

competition law, and in the empirical analysis of markets in the context of competition 

investigations.  

She has provided economic advice to companies on issues of merger control, 

assessment of vertical restraints, finding of dominance, evaluation of abusive conduct, 

and several other competition/antitrust issues including bundling, tying, rebates, price 

discrimination, other forms of potentially exclusionary conduct, intellectual property 

rights, collusion and the assessment of damages. She has been advising before the 

European Commission (DG Comp) on a large number of merger investigations, including high profile cases 

such as GE/Honeywell, Norske Skog/Walsum/Parenco, BP/E.ON, Tetra/Sidel, NewsCorp/Telepiù, Ineos/BP 

Dormagen, Inco/Falconbridge, Telefonica/O2, Ryanair/Aer Lingus (for Aer Lingus), Ineos/Kerling, BHP 

Billiton/Rio Tinto, Unilever/Sara Lee, Google/Motorola, BA/BMI (for Virgin Atlantic), Hutchinson 

3G/Orange Austria (for Orange), and many others.  

She has worked on a number of appeals before the CFI and given evidence before the CFI on a number of 

cases. She has been involved in a large number of Art 101 and Art 102 investigations before DG Comp, 

including investigations of interchange fees, investigations of standard essential patents, several cartels and 

information exchange cases, as well as abuse of dominance cases from Microsoft onwards. She has been also 

involved in numerous follow-on cartel damages actions and other competition-related damages in a number of 

jurisdictions (such as the UK, Ireland, Germany and the Netherlands).  

Cristina was named as 2013 Economist of the Year in a survey of practitioners and agencies run by the Global 

Competition Review, an award that recognizes work in high-profile cases and quality of client service.  

Cristina joined CRA in June 2005. Prior to this, she had been a Director of Lexecon Ltd since 1999. She holds 

a first degree in Economics (honours) from Italy, and a Master and D.Phil. (Ph.D.) in Economics from Oxford 

University. She has worked for research institutions both in Italy and at Oxford. She is on the Editorial Board 

of the European Competition Law Journal, lectures at University College London, has written several articles 

for competition journals and presented papers on the economics of competition law at numerous international 

and academic conferences. She shares her time between Brussels and London. 

 

Bob Fay  

Robert (Bob) Fay is director of the Centre for International Governance Innovation’s 

(CIGI) Global Economy Program.  

Prior to joining CIGI, Bob held several senior roles at the Bank of Canada (BoC), most 

recently as senior director overseeing work to assess developments and implications 

arising from the digitization of the Canadian economy. As deputy director of the 

International Department at the BoC, he assessed global economic developments and 

their implications for Canada. Bob was also special assistant to BoC Governor Mark 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLgPXmq7TeAhVOxoUKHcHKA90QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://ecp.crai.com/team/cristina-caffarra/&psig=AOvVaw2kvOZDo0XGBGfrf4rACEOX&ust=1541201119697724
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Carney, where he served as the governor’s chief of staff, working closely with members of the Governing 

Council.  

Prior to joining the BoC in 2001, Bob was an economist at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development. Bob holds an M.A. in economics from Queen’s University and an undergraduate degree in 

applied studies (economics) from the University of Waterloo. 

 

 

Session 4 

 

Antonio Gomes 

Antonio Gomes is Acting Deputy Director of the Directorate for Financial and 

Enterprise Affairs of the OECD since September 2018. Mr. Gomes is responsible for 

the Directorate’s Market Cluster including Competition, Financial Education and 

Consumer Protection, Capital Markets, Finance, Investment, Pensions, Insurance, 

Public Debt Management and Financial Markets, supporting the coordination and 

management of the policy and standard-setting work in these areas.  

Mr. Gomes has an extensive experience on competition policy. He served as Head of 

the Competition Division at the OECD since November 2016, supporting the 

Competition Committee in the discussion of best practices, the establishment and 

implementation of standards, capacity building and technical assistance to OECD and non-OECD countries, 

and in strengthening international cooperation among competition authorities.  

From 2013-2016, he was President of the Portuguese Competition Authority (AdC) and, in this capacity, 

member of the European Competition Network as a Director-General, member of the Steering Group of the 

International Competition Network and delegate to the OECD. Prior to his appointment as President of the 

AdC, Mr. Gomes joined the OECD in 2013 as senior competition expert, following six years as Director of 

the Merger Department at the AdC. In this role, he coordinated the assessment of over 280 merger cases, in 

sectors such as telecommunications, transport, energy, retail, banking and insurance, amongst several others. 

Since 2005, he has been an Assistant Professor at the Universidade de Aveiro, Portugal. 

Antonio Gomes holds a PhD in Economics from the University of York, United Kingdom, and Master Degrees 

in Economics from the University of York and the Universidade Nova de Lisboa. 

 

Joy Senack 

Joy Senack has an extensive career with the Government of Canada in the areas of 

strategic policy, innovation and microeconomic policy and analysis.   

She is currently the Chief Innovation Officer at Innovation, Science and Economic 

Development Canada providing strategic policy advice on innovation and 

competitiveness. Her previous position at Industry Canada, beginning in 2014, was the 

Director General of Economic Research and Policy Analysis where she led the 

development of Canada’s Innovation and Skills Plan.  

Joy has held other senior positions within the Government of Canada. As the Director 

General of Energy Policy at Natural Resources Canada she had responsibilities in the 

areas of energy economics, energy and the environment, international energy policy and federal-provincial-

territorial relations. She served as acting Director General of Strategic Policy at Natural Resources Canada 

where she led efforts on developing clean energy programing towards a lower carbon economy. Prior to this, 

Joy held several Director and senior policy analyst positions within Natural Resources Canada, Industry 

Canada and the Government of Ontario. She started her career in the Canadian public service in 1987 at the 

Department of Foreign Affairs where she worked on the Canada-US Free Trade Agreement. 
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Joy’s career in the Canadian public service has been primarily focused on microeconomic policy and analysis 

with a focus on issues such as productivity, innovation, competitiveness, foreign direct investment, investment 

promotion, advanced technologies, clean technologies, and energy and natural resources development.  

She holds a Doctorate in political economy with a multidisciplinary focus on the history of economic thought, 

critical theory and the philosophy of art. She has degrees from Concordia University in Montreal and Carleton 

University in Ottawa. 

 

Geoff Mulgan 

Geoff Mulgan has been Chief Executive of Nesta since 2011. Nesta is the UK's 

innovation foundation and runs a wide range of activities in investment, practical 

innovation and research. 

Under his leadership it moved out of the public sector to become an independent 

foundation; greatly expanded its work, partly through creating new units, centres and 

funds in fields ranging from evidence and impact investment to challenge prizes and 

skills; and complemented its work in the UK with work in dozens of countries around 

the world. 

Between 1997 and 2004 Geoff had various roles in the UK government including 

director of the Government's Strategy Unit and head of policy in the Prime Minister's office. From 2004 to 

2011 Geoff was the first Chief Executive of The Young Foundation. He was the first director of the think-tank 

Demos; Chief Adviser to Gordon Brown MP and reporter on BBC TV and radio. He has been a visiting 

professor at LSE, UCL and Melbourne University and is currently a senior visiting scholar at Harvard 

University. He has helped set up many organisations including Demos and the Young Foundation as well as 

the Social Innovation Exchange (SIX), Uprising, Studio Schools Trust and Action for Happiness. 

Geoff co-chairs a World Economic Forum group looking at innovation and entrepreneurship in the fourth 

industrial revolution. He has advised many governments around the world and is currently chair of an 

international advisory committee for the Mayor of Seoul and a member of advisory committees for the Prime 

Minister’s office in the UAE, the Scottish Government and SITRA, the Finnish Innovation agency. 

Past books include ‘The Art of Public Strategy’ (Oxford University Press), Good and Bad Power (Penguin) 

and ‘The Locust and the Bee’ (Princeton University Press). His most recent book is ‘Big Mind: how collective 

intelligence can change our world’ published by Princeton University Press. His books have been translated 

into many languages. Geoff has also given TED talks on topics including the future economy, happiness and 

education. 

 

Carmen Benitez 

A first generation American of Colombian descent, Carmen is the CEO of Fetch 

Blockchain Ltd a London based, venture-backed Blockchain company perfecting titles 

for land registries and property stakeholders globally. A serial entrepreneur, Carmen has 

negotiated multi-million-dollar partnerships with leading multinational companies in 

addition to raising millions in capital to support the growth of her businesses across Asia 

Pacific, the US and UK.  

She has recently spoken at the UK Conservative & UK Labour Party annual conferences 

on topics ranging from policy frameworks for emerging technology and how businesses 

can embrace digital transformation to future proof itself and its employees. She currently 

serves on the Leadership Committee on the UK All Party Parliamentary Group on Blockchain and serves as 

Co-Chair of the APPG Blockchain on Government Land Registration & Property Council.   

She is the proud cousin of the President of the 6th Commission of Colombia's Senate and the niece to retired 

General Antonio Jose Ladrón de Guevara of the Colombian Army.  
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Kjell Håkan Närfelt 

Kjell-Håkan Närfelt has been working with technology driven business development and 

R&D for more than 20 years in different management positions. He has also served as a 

board member and advisor to several R&D based start-ups during his time as an 

investment director in a corporate venture and as partner in a private seed investment 

company.  

Besides his work at Vinnova, he has also had several international governmental 

assignments, e.g.: member of the programme board of FORNY2020 - the governmental 

commercialization programme for academic research in Norway; member and vice-chair 

of EU’s expert advisory group on Innovation in SMEs; member of the international 

advisory committee for TISTR – a national science, technology and innovation institute in Thailand. 

He has a research background in computer science which resulted in an academic spin-off that encouraged him 

to leave academia and to exploit the research results in a commercial context. 

 

 

 

Session 5 

 

Grace Perez-Navarro 

Grace Perez-Navarro is the Deputy Director of the OECD’s Centre for Tax Policy 

and Administration.  As such, she plays a key role in the Base Erosion and Profit 

Shifting (BEPS) Project, improving international tax cooperation, tackling illicit 

financial flows, promoting better tax policies and engaging developing countries in 

OECD tax work.  Since joining the OECD in 1997, she has held several key 

positions, including having led the OECD’s work on bank secrecy, tax and e-

commerce, harmful tax practices, money laundering and tax crimes, the tax aspects 

of countering bribery of foreign officials, and strengthening all forms of 

administrative cooperation between tax authorities. 

Prior to joining the OECD, Ms. Perez-Navarro was a Special Counsel at the IRS Office of the Associate Chief 

Counsel (International) where she was responsible for coordinating guidance provided to field offices on 

international tax issues, overseeing litigation of international tax issues, negotiating TIEAs, overseeing the 

drafting of regulations, rulings and other policy advice and participating in treaty negotiations.  In 1993, she 

was seconded by the IRS to the OECD to launch the revision of the OECD’s Transfer Pricing Guidelines. 

 

Gaël Perraud 

Gaël Perraud is Director of European and International Taxation at the Tax Policy 

Department of the French Ministry of Economy and Finance. 

As such, he handles in particular works on international taxation representing France in 

multilateral organisations (European Union, Organisation for Economic Cooperation 

and Development – OECD). He is also in charge of bilateral issues, notably tax treaties. 

Gaël Perraud joined the French Ministry of Finance in 2010. He held different positions 

within the Tax Policy Department, as head of the European Unit and as head of Unit 

dealing with domestic legislation on personal income tax. He has also been appointed 

as Counsellor to the Cabinet of the Minister of Economy (2014-2015). 

 

  

http://www.taxcoop-conference.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/GracePerez.jpg
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Fabrizia Lapecorella 

Fabrizia Lapecorella was born in Bari on 9 April 1963 and graduated in Economics and 

Business Studies at the University of Bari (Italy). She obtained her Ph. D. in economics 

from the University of York (UK). She comes from academia: she was Lecturer in Public 

economics at the University of York, and began her academic career in Italy in 1992. In 

2004, she was appointed Full Professor of Public Finance at the Department of 

Economics and Mathematical Methods of the University of Bari. 

She has carried out research in the economic analysis of taxation, public finance, public 

economics, market regulation, and contract theory. She is the author of many national 

and international publications and has presented the results of her research activity in 

conferences and workshops in Italy and abroad. 

In 2002 she joined the Tax Administration as expert of the Tax Advisory and Inspective Service (SECIT) of 

the Ministry of Economy and Finance and worked for the Tax Policy Department in the International Relations 

Office. In 2003, during the Italian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, she chaired the Working 

Party on Tax Questions - Direct Taxation. In 2005 she returned to SECIT and was appointed Director of the 

Service in January 2006. In 2008 she was appointed Director of the Observatory for public procurement at the 

Italian Supervisory Authority for Public Contracts. 

Since June 2008 she is Director General of Finance of the Ministry of Economy and Finance. In 2014, during 

the Italian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, she chaired the High Level Working Party for 

taxation.  

Since January 2012 she is member of the Bureau of the OECD Committee of Fiscal Affairs. Since January 

2017 she serves as Vice Chair of the CFA Bureau. Since June 2016 she is member of the Steering Group of 

the Inclusive Framework on BEPS implementation. 

 

Ali Kennedy 

Ali is an experienced finance professional, business leader and company director working 

in the cybersecurity industry. She joined Sophos Group plc in 2016 as Vice President and 

is a director of the group’s subsidiary trading companies. 

Prior to joining Sophos, Ali held senior finance roles in the oil industry and technology 

sector. She holds tax committee roles with the CBI and ICAS and has been actively 

involved in leading tax thinking in the digital economy and has consulted on international 

tax reform, transparency and reporting. 

Ali is a coach and mentor with particular interest in ethical, collaborative and inclusive 

leadership. Outside of work, Ali has a husband and four children, is a run director in the 

parkrun organisation and is a keen marathon runner. 
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Julia Nielson 

As a member of the OECD Trade and Agriculture Directorate (TAD) senior management 

team, Ms Nielson leads work to provide evidence-based policy advice on a range of 

issues, including trade facilitation; digital trade; agricultural trade, and the response to 

growing concerns about the impact of trade and the environment for international 

competition.  

Ms. Nielson has over 20 years' experience in multilateral trade and development, strategy 

and management. She previously worked for the World Bank Group (WBG) as acting 

Director for Multilateral Engagement; coordinator for a senior management task force on 

future financing of the WBG; and acting Director of the WBG's Europe office, managing 

relations with European shareholders. Prior to that, she worked in the office of the then-President of the WBG, 

Bob Zoellick. 

Ms. Nielson began her international career in the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 

following which she joined the OECD Trade Directorate, working on trade in services.  Ms Nielson left the 

OECD in 2005 to join the Trade Department of the WBG. Ms Nielson holds a Bachelor of Arts Hons (1st 

class) and a Masters in Foreign Affairs and Trade from the Australian National University. 

 

Robert Koopman 

Robert B. Koopman serves as the Chief Economist and Director of the Economic 

Research and Statistics Division at the World Trade Organization. In this post Bob 

provides the Secretariat and Member Countries with analysis and information that 

promotes a deeper understanding of trade and trade policy's role in economic growth 

and development. 

Prior to this post he served as the Director of Operations and Chief Operating Officer 

for the United States International Trade Commission. Bob oversaw the Commission’s 

trade policy research and negotiation assistance to the President, the U.S. Trade 

Representative, and Congress; antidumping, countervailing duty, and safeguard; 

investigations; intellectual property investigations; maintenance and analysis of the Harmonized Tariff System, 

as well as the agency’s strategic planning and performance measurement initiatives. He also previously served 

as the Chief Economist and Director of the USITC Office of Economics, and numerous leadership and research 

positions at the Economic Research Service of USDA. 

Bob previously taught international trade, applied international trade, advanced international trade, and trade 

and economic development in the Economics Department at Georgetown University, in Washington DC. 

Bob‘s research interests include measuring the economic effects of trade and trade policy changes, measuring 

global value chains, and the application and validation of large scale economic simulation models. Bob also 

currently serves as an ex officio member of the World Trade Review Editorial Board, and serves as an editor 

for the Springer Series Advances in Applied General Equilibrium Modeling, with James Giesecke and Peter 

Dixon. 

 

Harry Lee 

Harry Lee is Deputy Director for Digital Trade and Negotiations at DCMS, where he leads 

on the development of the UK's digital trade policy. His previous roles at HM Treasury and 

Cabinet Office include work on UK policy towards the International Monetary Fund; 

negotiation of the EU annual budget, and; EU press and communications, often working 

closely with No10. He has also worked at the Behaviour Insights Team, previously the 

Nudge Unit in Cabinet Office. 
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Tilmann Kupfer 

Tilmann Kupfer is based in Brussels and covers trade policy and international affairs, which 

brings him regularly also to Geneva. He works closely with BT’s public affairs and 

regulatory teams in Brussels, London, Washington and globally 

Since July 2013, he chairs the policy committee of the European Services Forum (ESF), 

which is a Brussels-based trade association looking after trade in services. Further, he is 

Vice-Chair of the Competition & Trade Task Force of the British Chamber of Commerce 

in Belgium, looks after BT’s relations with the European Parliament and is a member of 

the Board of Management of the European Internet Forum (EIF).  

Tilmann joined the BT in 1997 to work on European affairs and regulation. During his 

career, he followed the discussions of a number of European legislative initiatives, including on ecommerce, 

copyright, data protection, audio-visual media services, telecommunications and the services directive. 

Before joining BT, Tilmann was a public affairs consultant at Hill and Knowlton. In the early 1990s, he worked 

as an assistant for two Members of the European Parliament and was a trainee at the European Commission 

and the Council of Europe.  

After his master degree in history and political science at the Ludwig-Maximilans-Universität in Munich, he 

started his first professional steps as a freelance journalist for the Bavarian Television. 
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Mike Keoghan 

Mike Keoghan is Chief Economic Adviser and Director of Analysis at the UK Department 

of Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy. Between 2011 and 2018 he was the Director for 

Skills and Apprenticeships, where he led reforms to technical education and 

apprenticeship. From 2005-2011 he led the team responsible for spatial economic analysis. 

He has a DPhil from the University of Oxford and is a graduate of the UK Government’s 

Major Project Leadership Academy at Said Business School, Oxford. 

 

 

 

Diego Piacentini 

Diego Piacentini has worked pro-bono from August 2016 to October 2018 for the Italian 

government as Commissioner for the Digital Transformation of the Public 

Administration. 

Before he worked for 16 years in Amazon as Senior Vice President of the International 

Consumer Business. He was a key member of the executive team and responsible for all 

international retail operations in Europe, Japan, China and India. 

Mr. Piacentini early in his career joined Apple Computer Italy in 1987. Ten years later 

he was promoted to the post of General Manager and Vice President for Apple Europe. 

Diego is on the Board of the Maasai Association, supporting education and health initiatives in Kenya and an 

investor in Unitus Seed Fund, a seed-stage venture investment fund based in Bangalore and Seattle that invests 

in startups innovating for the masses in India. 
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He is a prominent mentor of Endeavor Global and is a board member of Endeavor Italy which he helped launch 

in 2016. 

He is also member of the Expert Advisory Group (EAG) established to provide strategic guidance on the 

OECD’s 2-year, multidisciplinary project on Going Digital: Making the Transformation Work for Growth and 

Well-being. This project aims to help policymakers better understand the digital revolution that is taking place 

across different sectors of the economy and society as a whole. 

Diego holds a degree in Economics from Bocconi University of Milan and was awarded “Bocconiano 

dell’anno” in 2010 

He was appointed Digital Champion in April 2017; his priorities are building the “operating system” of Italy, 

making public services for citizens and businesses usable in an easy manner, in an interoperable way, via a 

“Mobile First” approach, using the “Once Only” Principle and making data open and easily accessible. 

 

Stian Westlake 

Stian Westlake is Policy Advisor to the Minsiter of State in BEIS. Stian formerly led 

the Policy and Research team at Nesta, a £350m charitable endowment with a mission 

to encourage innovation in the UK. At Nesta, his 25-person team developed new 

insights into how innovation works and influences policy and practice to make it 

happen. He also led a variety of special projects, including setting up a £1.5m social 

finance fund and managing Nesta’s £2m Creative Industries programme. 

Stian’s research interests include the link between innovation, government policy and 

new technologies; high-growth businesses; social innovation; and the relationship 

between innovation, entrepreneurship and optimism. He has written, edited and 

managed a series of acclaimed research reports, including The Vital Six Per Cent (short-listed for Prospect 

Magazine’s Think-Tank Report of the Year), The Innovation Index, and Schumpeter Comes to Whitehall. 

Among his successes in influencing government policy are the development of the Innovation Investment 

Fund, the Centre for Challenge Prizes, and the Business Finance Partnership, all of which Government adopted 

and funded. 

Before joining Nesta in 2009, Stian worked in social venture capital at The Young Foundation and founded 

Healthy Incentives, an innovative health venture. Prior to this, he spent seven years as a strategy consultant at 

McKinsey & Company in Silicon Valley and London, including a year on secondment to HM Treasury as a 

founder member of unit set up to develop and reform Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) and to provide 

financial and political advice to government ministers. 

He holds a first-class BA (Hons) in History from the University of Oxford and a Master’s in Finance with 

Distinction from London Business School. He also pursued graduate work in economics and government at 

Harvard University as a Kennedy Memorial Scholar. 

 

Beñat Bilbao-Osorio 

Beñat Bilbao-Osorio is a senior economist at the Directorate General for Research and 

Innovation of the European Commission. In this capacity, he carries out economic 

analysis on the economics of innovation and monitors research and innovation policies. 

Prior to this position, Dr Bilbao-Osorio was the regional director for Latin America and 

the Caribbean at the Economist Intelligence Unit, where he led the macroeconomic 

research on Latin America and the Caribbean, Associate Director and Senior Economist 

with the Global Competitiveness Network at the World Economic Forum, in charge of 

research on competitiveness issues and lead editor of The Information Technology 

Report, economist at the Directorates of Science, Technology and Industry, and 

Education of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD); 

and consultant at the International Trade Centre (UNCTAD/WTO) on international trade competitiveness 

analysis.  
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His main research fields are innovation, skills, ICT, and economic development, where he has published 

extensively. Dr Bilbao-Osorio holds a degree in Economics from the Universidad Comercial de Deusto 

(Spain), a Master in European Studies from the Université Catholique de Louvain (Belgium), and a PhD in 

Economic Geography from the London School of Economic and Political Science (UK). 

 

Chiara Criscuolo 

Chiara Criscuolo is head of the Productivity and Business Dynamics Division in the 

Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation at the OECD. 

Chiara’s work focuses on entrepreneurship, enterprise dynamics, productivity and 

policy evaluation. She has coordinated large cross-country microdata projects on 

employment dynamics, productivity, as well as research and development. Chiara has 

played a lead role in advancing the use of firm level data and of microdata projects 

within the OECD. She co-manages the Global Forum on Productivity. She has 

contributed to key horizontal and high level projects and publications, including the 

OECD volumes “Future of Productivity”, “New sources of growth: Knowledge Based 

capital”, and the “OECD Innovation Strategy”. 

Since 2017 she is one of eleven economists appointed to the newly set-up French National productivity Board.  

Her research on innovation, business dynamics, productivity, policy evaluation and international trade has 

been published in leading academic journals. She also lectured at the University of Siena, City University and 

University of Cambridge. Chiara is a research associate at the Centre for Economic Performance at the London 

School of Economics, where she was a research fellow before joining the OECD. She holds a doctoral degree 

in Economics from University College London. 

 

http://www.oecd.org/going-digital
mailto:goingdigital@oecd.org
https://twitter.com/OECDinnovation
http://oe.cd/stinews
http://www.oecd.org/going-digital/conference-implications-of-digital-transformation-for-the-business-sector.htm

